
Scenario 1 - Broilers

Score sheet Legal stocking density of 39kgm2 Name of scorer: Expert 7 First round comments

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1 Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 80 70 90 80 70 90

Significant feeder space within houses means that competition does not appear to be a problem, however at higher stocking density it may be more difficult for birds to get to feeders at later parts 
of production cycle.  Chicks may have difficulty accessing feeders initially post placement but generally provided with supplementary feed on chick paper.  Lack of variation in diet, and birds with 
health issues may have difficulty accessing feeders.

2 Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 90 80 100 85 80 100

Height of drinkers may not suit all birds but generally access to good quality water is not a problem.  At higher stocking densities ability to get to the drinker may be hindered at certain parts of the 
production cycle.

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.

50 30 70 50 30 70

Quality of rest is contingent on a number of factors including security, physical comfort and photoperiod and I have factored all these into my score.  There is space for birds to either cluster or not as 
they rest at this space allowance throughout much of the production cycle, but their ability to do this is reduced and their likelihood of being disturbed increased at higher stocking densities.  Their 
ability to feel secure (e.g. against the wall, on a perch) may also be more limited at higher stocking densities.  Physical comfort will be affected by litter quality and thermal environment, and these 
may be adversely affected by higher stocking densities.  Evidence suggest that the long photoperiods typically used likely lead to sleep disruption. 

4 Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold.

40 30 70 40 30 70

This may be very variable depending on the house design/heating system and the breed used (e.g. faster or slower growing).  This risk of young chicks being too cold at the start of the cycle is 
typically mitigated by high house temperatures/brooders, but there may be evidence of heat stress in the later part of the cycles.  This is reduced with greater space allowances enabling better 
dissipation of heat. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 40 20 50 40 20 50 Large house sizes mean that birds have opportunities to cover large distances and their ability to move freely does not appear to be impeded in early weeks of the production cycle.  At increased 
stocking density there will be increased impedence of movement (particularly prior to thinning).

6 Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

50 30 60 50 30 60

Levels of clinical lameness have declined in the past 10 years, but dermatitis still remains a problem and increases at reduced space allowances (e.g. through effects on litter quality).   

7 Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 40 20 # 40 20 60

Fast growing genetics contributes to metabolic health conditions and enteric conditions may reflect hygiene among other factors.  Mortality (including culling) data may reflect health and although 
affects a minority of birds, it is still a large number of animals in absolute terms.  Infectious health conditions are likely to be increased at higher stocking densities.

8 Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 50 40 70 50 40 70

Metabolic and other health conditions may be associated with pain.  Greatest scope for poor handling when house is being cleared but I haven't witnessed this process.  Both health conditions and 
poor handling at clearing could be exascerbated by higher stocking densities.

9 Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 25 10 50 25 10 50

Preening is possible and other self-care behaviours such as dustbathing may also be, depending on quality of the litter.  Dustbathing behaviour may be limited at higher stocking densities (by lack of 
space and quality of litter).  Social contact is not restricted and young birds will often play together. Not likely to be possible to form normal social bonds given the group sizes used (and lack of 
mother). 

10 Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring).

60 40 80 55 40 80

Exploration of the litter and of house furniture possible, and typically of enrichment items like straw bales.  There is also a large house area to explore.  Environment could be more diverse, and 
space issues may impede exploration in later parts of the production cycle.   Fast growing genetics and availability of feed may limit motivation for forage and may also affect mobility (and 
therefore ability to explore).  

11 Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships.

70 60 90 70 60 90

Typically birds are not handled much post placement (and perhaps just when subsample is being weighed (if manually)) and greatest opportunity for poor handling is when the house is being cleared 
and birds are being placed in transport crates.  Large group size limits the ability to develop strong positive human animal relationships, and negative relationships appear rare.  Greater space 
allowance may allow farmers to move through the house more easily and minimise disturbance.  May also reduce poor handling at clearing. 

12 Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

Scenario 1 - Broilers

Score sheet Legal stocking density of 30kgm2 Name of scorer: Expert 7 First round comments

1st 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd 
round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 85 80 95 85 80 95

Significant feeder space within houses means that competition does not appear to be a problem.  Chicks may have difficulty accessing feeders initially post placement but generally provided with 
supplementary feed on chick paper.  Lack of variation in diet, and birds with health issues may have difficulty accessing feeders.

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 95 90 100 90 80 100 Height of drinkers may not suit all birds but generally access to good quality water is not a problem

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.

60 50 80 60 50 80

Quality of rest is contingent on a number of factors including security, physical comfort and photoperiod and I have factored all these into my score.  There is sufficient space for birds to either 
cluster or not as they rest at this space allowance throughout much of the production cycle but they may not all be able to feel secure (e.g. against the wall, on a perch).  Physical comfort will be 
affected by litter quality and thermal environment, and this may not always be ideal even at this space allowance.  Evidence suggests that the long photoperiods typically used likely lead to sleep 
disruption. 

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold. 60 50 70 60 50 70

This may be very variable depending on the house design/heating system and the breed used (e.g. faster or slower growing).  This risk of young chicks being too cold at the start of the cycle is 
typically mitigated, but there may be evidence of heat stress in the later part of the cycles.  This is reduced with greater space allowances enabling better dissipation of heat but is still a risk at this 
space allowance. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 70 50 80 70 50 80 Large house sizes means that birds have opportunities to cover large distances and their ability to move freely does not appear to be impeded in early weeks of the production cycle.  At this stocking 
density there may be impedence of movement (particularly prior to thinning) and in key areas of the house.

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

60 40 70 60 40 70 Levels of clinical lameness have declined in the past 10 years, but dermatitis can still remain a problem at this space allowance.   

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 50 20 70 50 20 70

Fast growing genetics contributes to metabolic health conditions, and enteric conditions may reflect hygiene among other factors.  Mortality (including culling) data may reflect health and although 
affects a minority of birds, it is still a large number of animals in absolute terms.

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 60 40 80 60 40 80 Metabolic and other health conditions may be associated with pain.  Greatest scope for poor handling when house is being cleared but I haven't witnessed this process

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 30 10 60 30 10 60

Preening is possible and other self-care behaviours such as dustbathing may also be, depending on quality of the litter.  Social contact is not restricted and young birds will often play together. Not 
really possible to form normal social bonds given the group sizes used (and lack of mother). 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 70 40 80 60 40 80

Exploration of the litter and of house furniture possible, and typically of enrichment items like straw bales.  There is also a large house area to explore.  Environment could be more diverse, and 
space issues may impede exploration in later parts of the production cycle.   Fast growing genetics and availability of concentrate feed may limit motivation to forage and may also affect mobility 
(and therefore ability to explore).  Evidence suggests that they move around the house a lot at this space allowance.

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships. 80 70 90 80 70 90

Typically birds are not handled much post placement (and perhaps just when subsample is being weighed (if manually)) and greatest opportunity for poor handling is when the house is being cleared 
and birds are being placed in transport crates.  Large group size limits the ability to develop strong positive human animal relationships, and negative relationships appear rare.  Greater space 
allowance may allow farmers to move through the house more easily and minimise disturbance.  

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

I've tried to incorporate this in the 'comfort when resting' and 'human animal relationship' sections so haven't scored again here but I'm not sure the birds' basic need to feel secure is fully captured 
in sections above (e.g. achieved through shelter, dark areas, perches, lack of alarm calls, quiet machinary).  I think it's highly relevant to their affective state but not directly linked to space allowance 
(but this is a very one dimensional way to appraise a production system!)

Welfare 
principles

Appropriate 
behaviour

Welfare
criteria 

Good 
feeding

Good 
housing 

Good health

Welfare 
principles

Welfare
criteria 

Good 
feeding

Good 
housing 

Good health

Appropriate 
behaviour


